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Introduction
The benefit of late spring burning of native grass to improve daily gain of stocker cattle is well documented. Recently, some producers have questioned whether or not the same benefits could be achieved by closely grazing the dormant grass during the preceding winter. Therefore, the objective of this study was to determine the effect on stocker cattle gains of heavily grazing native tall grass during late winter compared to late spring burning.
Experimental Procedures
Four hundred and ten mixed-breed heifers were allotted randomly to native grass pastures that had been either burned or winter grazed, with two pasture replications per treatment. The winter-grazed pastures were grazed heavily in February and March, so that most of the dormant native grass was removed (80% of the pasture grass was under 4 in. tall). The burned pastures were burned in April, resulting in 80 to 90% of the dormant grass being removed. The heifers were weighed individually in April before going to grass, were stocked at 2 acres per head, and were grazed for 81 days. All heifers were fed an Aureomycin®-containing mineral mixture, shown in Table 1 . In July, the heifers were gathered early in the morning from each pasture, commingled and driven to pens, then weighed individually.
Results and Discussion
The heifers that grazed the burned pastures gained faster (1.99 vs 1.80 lb; P<.05) than those on pastures grazed short during the winter. Therefore, simply removing the old top growth did not enhance stocker gains as much as burning in April. The gain difference found in this study was not as great as previously reported by other researchers between burned and unburned pastures. However, those studies were done with yearling steers rather than heifers. Steers normally gain faster than heifers on grass. Therefore, our research confirms that late spring burning is still the most effective grass management practice to enhance stocker gains on intensively early-grazed native range. Means in the same row with unlike superscripts differ (P<.05).
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